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IN THE SENATE OF THE UN ITED STATES

Jury 8 (legislative day, JuLy 7), 1975

Mr. MAGNUSON (for himself and Mr. Prarson) (by request) introduced the

following bill; which was read twice and referred to the Comnuttee on
Commerce : :

A BILL

To amend sectlon 203 and 204 of the Commumcatlonb Act.
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 of 1934. | )
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa—_
tives of the Umted States of America i n Congress assembled

i

SECTION 1. Sectlon 203 (b) of the Communlcatlonb Aet

'of 1934 (47 USG 203 (b))‘ is amended by deletmgl

| “thlrty” and msertmg m ) Tiew thereof nmety

' SEC. 2. Secnon 204 of the Oommumcatlons Act of 1934 :

(47 US.C. 204) is amended to read a,s follows |
- “SDC 204 (a) Whenever there is filed with thei Com—

IIllSSlOIl any new or revised charge class1ﬁcat10n reguhtlon ,

or fpractlce the Gommlssmn may either upon eomplamt or

“upon 1ts own 1n1t1at1ve without oomplamt upon reasonable'

II



2
1 notice, enter upon a hearing concerning the lawfulness there-
2 ‘of; and pending such hearing and the decision thereon the
3  Commission, upon, dehverlng to the carrier or: canrers .af-
4 fected thereby a statement m ertlng of its reasons for such
.5 suspension, may suspend the operation of such charge, classi-

6 ﬁcatron, regulatron or practlce in whole or in parf but not

7 for Ja longer perlod than nine months beyond the time when
8. frtl‘wo_u,l,d otherwrse, go mtok.eﬂ':_ect; an‘d arfter.full Jhearing - the
9 " Comimission rnay make such order with reference’ th_ereto as
10 would be proper in a proceeding initiated after such charge,
1 classification, regulation, or practice had become effective.
12 If the proceeding hasj‘not been concluded and an order made
13 W1th1n the' penod of'the suspensxon ‘the proposed héw or

]4\ rev1sed charge, classrﬁcatron regulatron or prachce shall
15 go rnto edectvet the end of such 'p'én’od' but in case of &
16 nr_oi)osed charge for 3 new servrce or an mcreas‘ed charge,
1;7‘ the OOmmlssron may by order requlre the mte;ested carrier

l

18 or cerners to keep accurete eccount of ell amounts recewed
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'19 by reason of such charge for 8 new service or mcreased'
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20 charge, spec1fymg by Whom and in whose behalf such
21 amounts are paid, and apon completron of the hearmg and

"2 declsmn may by further order requlre the mtelested carrier
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23 or carrrers to 1efund Wrtlh 1nterest to the persons in whose
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24 behalf such amounts were paud such portlon of such charge
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‘ 25 for & new service or mcreased cherges as by 1ts declswn
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shall be found not justified. The Commission shall give to

~ the hearing and decision of such questions preference over

all other questions pending before it and decide the same as
speedily as possible.

“(b) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (a)
of this section, the Commission may allow part of a charge,
classification, regulation, or practice, to go into effect, based
upon a written showing by the carrier or carriers affected,

and an op'portunitjr for written comment thereon by affected

persons that su;)h partlal authorization is just, fair, and rea-
sonable Addltlonally, or in combination with a partial au-
tborlzatlon the COmmlssmn upon a similar showing, may
“a]low all or part of’ a charge, classification, regulation, or
fpractlce to~ go _ln;to effect on a tempozraly basis pendmg
fulth__el orld‘;;l“: of ;the Commission. Authorizations of tem-
porai?y new or increased charges may include an accounting

)

order of the type provided for in subsection (a).
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